Flawed RFP Process delays police station study

Board approves South Common Street location

By Ruth Lyon

Correspondent

NORTH BROOKFIELD - Selectmen Chairman James

Foyle announced Tuesday that because of a procedural

error, the new police station feasibility study bids due last

week were nullified, and the process would have to be

repeated.

Since the Central Mass. Regional Planning Committee

was at fault, he said, the cost would be borne by that committee.

The delay is a blow to the Police Station Building

Committee, which had banked on a deadline of May 15 for

plans to be approved and the project to begin. That study

was to evaluate the former Aztec Asbestos property with

regard to the best placement of the police station and best

use of remaining acreage.

Board member Robert Lane moved to indicate to the

building committee the board’s choice of sites as South

Common Street. In the discussion that followed, James

Caldwell, as he had done in the past, maintained the site

undesirable, adding the most feasible compromise would

be a Grove Street location. Foyle voiced concern, as he has

in the past, that the Grove Street location would adversely

affect the possible sale or use of the rest of the plot.

“Your priorities are all screwed up,” Caldwell remarked.

“You’re placing the selling of the remainder of the property

before the best location of the police station. The police station

should come first.”

Foyle called for a vote, and Lane and Foyle voted in

favor of the South Common location with Caldwell opposing.

As Foyle pronounced that the motion had carried,

Caldwell remarked, “ I will tell you this - on my first

opportunity to rescind this vote, I will do so.”

Capital improvement projects projected

Members of the Capital Improvement Planning

Committee appeared before the board to present what its

Chairman Mary Walter called “the result of our efforts of

the past several months,” in the 2007 annual report.

Committee members Lawrence Walter, Charles Lindgrew,

James Caldwell and Leah Bradley presented in flip-chart

form a comprehensive list of town-wide capital improvement

projects to be completed over a five-year plan.

As of the writing of that plan, the CIPC has received

projects from town departments totaling over $16 million.

The committee, Walter explained, gathered submissions

from town departments, prioritized by order of importance

and projected time period. Analysis of these requests by

CIPC yielded question, and visits to sites were made.

Meetings with the committee provided additional information

and clarifications.

Using various criteria, health, safety and welfare first, and

with projected budget constraints in mind, the committee

formed a recommended ranking of the projects for review by

the selectmen. Projects were prioritized as to whether they

were mandatory, urgent, health and safety issues, etc. and

assigned a value, the highest being 10. A project’s useful life

and the source of funding were projected.

Caldwell read a list of 20 projects to be accomplished

over the next five years, the first being an elementary

school fire alarm, followed by a water storage tank fence,

SCADA computer system, Horse Pond dam repair, Doane

Pond dam repair, a ladder truck, elementary school windows,

highway dept. boiler, police cruiser 1, animal control

facility, Maple Street pipe replacement, sewer repair, Arch

Street, Town House bell tower and roof, highway truck, fire

dept. tanker pumper, sewer E&F, roof for senior center,

police cruiser 2, elementary school auditorium carpet,

Water Department truck, for a total cost of $3,598,151.

Financing would come from various sources, including

water rates, possible federal grants, sewer rates, and options

currently under review. Larger expenditures, such as fire

trucks, would be spread over the five year period.

It has become essential, the officials agreed, to work

toward the preparation and maintenance of such a plan.

Many of the projects, such as dam repair, have now been

mandated by the state, and completion deadlines imposed.

This plan, they said, is a top priority recommendation of the

Master Plan For Town government approved last year. The

board expressed appreciation for the committee’s effort,

performed with the pressure of early and looming deadlines.

A joint meeting with the CIPC and the Finance committee

will be forthcoming.

Town House panel revived

Foyle announced the board’s intention to reactivate the

Town House Building Committee remarking that although

the town has voted not to do anything now “it’s still there,

and the problem still has to be dealt with.” The Friends of

the Town House will send out a questionnaire, he said, to

see what the people want to do with the building, and inviting

interested parties to join in the effort.

Board OKs project manager for new police station

At last week’s selectmen’s meeting, Acting Chair James

M. Caldwell and fellow selectman James Lane breezed

through last week’s meeting, closing with an executive session

with Police Chief Aram Thomasian.

Members of the Police Station Building Committee

appeared before the board to seek approval of a project

manager for the building. Eric Hevy, co-chair of the committee,

named the group’s first and second choices:

NETCO Construction of Lexington and Maguire Group of

Foxboro.

“It’s our hope that you’ll approve our choice, so we can

move on to the next step,” Hevy said.

He was accompanied by committee members Leah

Bradley and Thomasian.

Questioned by Caldwell as to the reasoning behind their

choices, Hevy explained that NETCO, having met other

qualifications, seemed “a better fit” with the town’s needs.

“We don’t feel we need a full-time project manager, and

NETCO will be working on other projects in the area in the

same time frame,” he said. “They have experience in

Brownfields construction, and they’ll be working on a town

hall project in Sturbridge and a police facility in Acton.”

The board voted to contact NETCO, informing the company

they are the town’s primary choice, and requesting

they provide a contract price. The company will have a 30-

day negotiation period, Caldwell said.

“If that doesn’t work, we’ll go back to the second

choice,” he said.

David Harris, still the lone committee member of the

North Brookfield Downtown Development Commission,

announced that responses to the Request for Funds

Proposal for the Feasibility Study were due at 10 a.m.

Wednesday. Harris, commenting that he remains “a committee

of one,” asks that citizens concerned with the use of

the former Aztec Asbestos property join him in this ongoing

town undertaking. Prior to Harris’ appointment, several

committee members had resigned.

Health insurance hikes studied

The board appointed a nine-member Group Insurance

Advisory Committee including Joe McEvoy, Erin Nosek,

Doug Blood, Jim Brown, Richard Rigney, Jeff Towler,

Donna Gauthier, Cincy Thompson and Town Treasurer

Anne Jannette, ex-officio. Caldwell said that the cost of

providing health insurance has increased by 20 percent

each year for the past five years.

“We’re hoping this committee can evaluate the town’s

needs and come up with cost-effective methods of covering

those needs,” he said.

Mutual aid agreement signed

The board agreed to sign the Mutual Aid agreement,

tabled last week. Lane commented that the agreement had

been studied by town counsel Koppelman and Paige, and

“very minor” additions were included to accommodate the

town’s concerns.

Charter cable request sent

Aletter was sent to Charter Communications, requesting

a cable be extended to the elementary school basement.

Caldwell said that the school is the location of the

Emergency Management Center for the Brookfields in the

event of some disaster.

Plot plan debate to face voters

In response to a letter from Attorney Blaise Berthiaume,

the board agreed to accept an article for the town meeting

warrant related to an alleged plot plan discrepancy involving

land near the town highway garage and the pizza shop

owned by Nicholas and Olga Markopoulas. The board

agreed that the town should “relinquish its interest” in a

small strip of land delineated on an old, unrecorded plot

plan as town property. Other registered deeds correctly

show the land as a portion of Markopolous’ property, they
